
  

F A IR W O R K SE M IN A RS K I C K  
O F F N E X T W E E K  

MEMBERS are reminded that the 

!""#$% 90 free seminars to explain the 

&'((% )*+,-./,.0#$% .,1% 1orkplace 

relations laws to farmers and their 

employees kick off from next week. 

Looming seminars in South Australia, 

Victoria, Western Australia and 

Tasmania include: 

! South Australia: 10 September 2 8 

October, in Cummins, Mt Barker, 

Naracoorte, Mt Gambier, Murray 

Bridge and Kadina. 

! Victoria: 15-23 September, in 

Echuca, Lilydale, Mildura, 

Robinvale and Swan Hill. 

! Western Australia: 15-25 

September, in Lake Grace, 

Bunbury, Merredin, Geraldton and 

Esperance. 

! Tasmania: 29 September 2 8 

October, in Deloraine, Campbell 

Town, Bothwell, Thirlstane, Hobart 

and Swansea. 

Check the updated Schedule of 

Seminars on the NFF website for venues 

and times at: 

http://www.nff.org.au/read/2472946216.

html. Registrations can be made by 

calling the NFF on (02) 6273 3855. 

The two-and-a-half hour information 

seminars will focus on how the new 

laws apply in the agricultural sector, 

covering the new National Employment 

Standards, unfair dismissal laws, 

modern awards and enterprise 

agreements. 

Members are encouraged to use their 

internal communications networks to 

help ensure farmers on-the-ground are 

aware of seminars coming to locations 

near them. 

The NFF has produced educational 

resources to assist farmers and their 

employees. The Fair Work Information 
Booklet for Agricultural Producers and 

Modern Agriculture Awards Fact Sheet 
are available from the NFF website via 

the link above. Contact: Denita Wawn. 

N F F B O UND F O R C OPE N H A G E N 
IN D E C E M B E R 

WITH international carbon accounting 

rules 34565.7% 0*% -,36,80% 47-58'60'-,#$%+5046%

role in storing carbon and, therefore, 

94/:,-5.7% 34-/,-$#% :*$505+,% *.-farm 

efforts that reduce greenhouse gas 

concentrations in the atmosphere, the 

NFF will lead a delegation to the 

upcoming Council of Parties (COP) 

meeting in Copenhagen in December. 

T9,% ;'$0-4654.% )*+,-./,.0#$% proposed 

Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme is 

misguidedly underpinned by these 

limited and restrictive international 

accounting rules, resulting in major 

ramifications for our farmers if these 

rules remain unchanged. 

<9,%!""#$%$0-40,7=%0*%894.7,%09,%>=*0*%

carbon accounting rules has been two-

fold. 

Firstly, the NFF has educated and 

influenced the international farming 

community on why it is in all our 

interests to change the rules. In doing so, 

farmers across the globe can exert 

consistent and cohesive pressure on their 

governments to secure better 

understanding and action in the wake of 

76*?46%34-/5.7#$%:-,(icament. 

<9,% !""#$% /,/?,-$95:% *3% the 

International Federation of Agricultural 

Producers (IFAP) has been valuable to 

this end, with the NFF presenting its 

case to IFAP#$ @Climate Change: 

34-/,-$#% $*6'05*.$# conference in May, 

winning broad support. NFF Manager 2 

Economics and Trade Charlie 

A8B69*.,#$% 4((-,$$% 5$% 4+4564?6,% online 

at: http://www.nff.org.au/media-

files/2428470953.html. 

The event showcased the role that 

agriculture can play in a Post-Kyoto 

Protocol in cooperation with key IFAP 

members. The NFF demonstrated how 

farmers can mitigate climate change, 

using the Australian experience and 

highlighting how the international 

carbon accounting rules impede farmers# 

ability to engage. 

Secondly, the NFF is working closely 

with the Australia.%)*+,-./,.0#$%Kyoto 

negotiating team to ensure their efforts 

are focused on 47-58'60'-,#$% 4-,4$% *3%

interest within this highly technical 

treaty. 

The Copenhagen meeting will be a 

crucial negotiating round for the new 

Kyoto Protocol. Direct industry 

involvement in Copenhagen will be 

essential if a positive result is to be 

achieved. 

Member organisations wishing to join 

the NFF delegation should contact the 

NFF as soon as possible. Contact: 
Charlie McElhone. 

A G & V E T C H E M I C A LS 

MOVES toward a single, national 

regulatory framework to improve the 

efficiency and effectiveness of 

agricultural and veterinary (AgVet) 

chemicals are underway, at the request 

of the Council of Australian 

Governments (COAG). 

The proposal covers regulations up to 

the point of retail sale (which are the 

responsibility of the Australian 

Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 

Authority), as well as regulations 

controlling the use of AgVet chemicals 

once they are sold (which is the 

responsibility of state and territory 

governments). 

The Australian Government Department 

of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

has engaged consultants to develop the 

proposal for the new regulatory model, 

and to look at the funding and cost 

recovery aspects of the proposal. 

The NFF met with the consultants this 

week, raising issues around the 

operation of the current system, as well 

as expectations for the future 

framework. 

The consultants are now developing a 

discussion paper, which they expect to 

release in December for broader 

consultation, with comments closing in 

January. COAG has requested that the 

proposal for the new framework be 

presented in the first half of 2010. 

Contact: Sam Nelson. 
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